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Origins

What began in 1980 as an invitation to young people to assist operations 
in the early days of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection has developed 
into a competitive international internship program, involving the 
operation of Italy’s foremost modern art museum. It is the first and still 
the only program of its kind in Italy. The work-study program offers an 
experience as unique and wide-ranging as the museum itself. The Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection, endowed with art of the full high Modernist 
spectrum, is situated in Venice. For young people interested in the arts, 
a Peggy Guggenheim Collection internship is an opportunity to profit 
simultaneously from in-depth exposure to modern masterpieces and from 
involvement in Venice’s premier cultural environment.



The steady expansion of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection from 1980 
to today parallels a comparable growth in the internship program. The 
number of students has increased from 6 to as many as 30 students per 
month. In 2015 of approximately 1,200 applicants, 151 were successful 
from 33 different countries. The program is organized by the Education 
Department, together with two former interns who are selected to return 
for a period of approximately 6 months to manage the daily and weekly 
activities of the group.

Growth

Internship Program at the
Peggy Guggenheim Collection



In addition to Peggy Guggenheim’s collection of the classical avant-
garde, the museum also presents masterpieces from the Gianni Mattioli 
Collection (Futurism, Modigliani, Morandi), the Hannelore B. and 
Rudolph B. Schulhof Collection (post war American and European art) 
and other long term loans from collectors, galleries and artists’ estates. 

The permanent collection is flanked by temporary exhibitions. In 
2015 the Peggy Guggenheim Collection held the following exhibitions: 
Alchemy by Jackson Pollock. Discovering the Artist at Work (February 
14–September 14, 2015), curated by Luciano Pensabene and Roberto 
Bellucci; Charles Pollock: A Retrospective (April 23–September 14, 
2015), curated by Philip Rylands; Jackson Pollock’s Mural: Energy Made 
Visible (April 23–November 16, 2015), curated by David Anfam; V. S. 
Gaitonde: Painting as Process, Painting as Life (October 3, 2015–January 
10, 2016), curated by Sandhini Poddar, Adjunct Curator, Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Museum with Amara Antilla, Assistant Curator, Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum.

The Collections



Tasks
Interns assist in the daily operation of the museum four days a week. 

They prepare galleries prior to opening, guard rooms, answer questions 
from the public, sell tickets and catalogues, and close the museum at the 
end of the day. Interns are assigned to staff in the offices (administration, 
public affairs, press, library, publications, registrar research, and 
retail operations). They also act as docents. They may be involved in 
presentations to visitors and in Kids Day—guided visits and workshops 
on Sundays for junior members of the visiting public. These tasks involve 
considerable daily responsibility. Part of the experience is, therefore, work 
of a varied nature. In addition, through its ownership of the US Pavilion, 
the museum has direct involvement with the US presentations at the 
Venice Biennale. Consequently interns may have the privilege of assisting 
in the world’s oldest international contemporary art event.

Discussion and Seminars
Several times a week interns meet for discussions and seminars on 

art historical and museological issues. These seminars are conducted 
by the interns themselves as well as by staff members or visiting 
professionals. Speakers in 2012–2015 included: Philip Rylands (Director, 
Peggy Guggenheim Collection), Paul Schwartzbaum (Former Chief 
Conservator/Technical Director for International Projects, Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Foundation), Dario Pinton (Scholar and Educator), 
Luca Massimo Barbero (Associate Curator, Peggy Guggenheim 
Collection), Stefano Lanuti (Restorer), Alessandra Montalbetti (Art 
Historian, Soprintendenza di Brera) Vivien Greene (Curator, Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Foundation), Erasmus Weddigen (Art Historian and 

What do interns do?



Restoration Theorist), Peter Berkes (Conservator at the Kunstmuseum of 
Basilea), Dan Borelli (Director of Exhibitions at Harvard University) and 
artists Francesco Jodice, Sebastiano Mauri and Lawrence Carroll. 

Collaborations 
Thanks to collaboration between the Collezione Maramotti in 

Reggio Emilia and the Peggy Guggenheim Internship Program, interns in 
2014, 2015 also had the opportunity to interview and discuss with artists 
Mark Manders, Alessandra Ariatti, Chantal Joffe and Esko Manikko, and 
to participate in the artists’ exhibition inaugurations.

Staff’s Speeches, Services, Trips
Museum staff members speak regularly to the interns about their 

role in the museum and upcoming projects. Visits inside and outside 
Venice are planned twice a month to allow interns to view exhibitions 
and cultural and historical sites in various Italian cities. Interns have 
the exclusive use of the museum’s library of modern and contemporary 
art and enjoy free time to study privately, attend language courses and 
lectures, or take trips around Venice or elsewhere in Italy.



Candidates who wish to apply for the internship may request 
information and application forms from the Peggy Guggenheim 
Collection, or download the required forms from the website. The 
application should be post-marked by the deadlines indicated and must 
include an application form, an updated CV, a statement of motivation 
and two reference letters. Candidates are selected by a committee of the 
museum staff in Venice.

Successful applicants tend to be in their early to mid twenties, 
with fluent English and a knowledge of the Italian language, who are 
trained in and/or express a desire to pursue a career in the arts—whether 
applied art, art history, teaching, gallery or auction professions, museum 
administration or curatorship. Students may apply for one, two or three 
months. The shared language is English.

Applications must be submitted in hard copy and addressed as follows:

Internship Program
Peggy Guggenheim Collection
Palazzo Venier dei Leoni
701 Dorsoduro, 30123 Venezia, Italy
For further information, please contact:
Elena Minarelli / Anita Todesco
Tel. +39.041.240.5444
Fax +39.041.520.6885
internship@guggenheim-venice.it

How to apply



Sponsoring a student entails funding the position of one or more 
candidates in order to guarantee a place in the highly competitive 
internship program. The following organizations currently sponsor 
students in the program: Christie’s Education, London, Duke University, 
Guggenheim UK Charitable Trust, Liverpool John Moores University, 
Sarah Lawrence College, Sotheby’s Institute of Art, London and New 
York, The University of Auckland, The University of Melbourne, 
University of Manchester, Universität für angewandte Kunst Wien, 
Venice International University, Wellesley College, Yale-Nus College.

The Peggy Guggenheim Collection is generously endowed with five 
scholarships: The Alice Stone Ilchman Fund, The Frederick Ilchman 
Fund, The Liesbeth Bollen Fund, The Veronica M. Bulgari Fund, and the 
Melissa Ulfane Fund. Outstanding candidates are selected each year from 
amongst the successful applicants to the internship program, and are 
awarded an augmented stipend.

The Alice Stone Ilchman Fund
Since 2008, the Peggy Guggenheim Collection internship program 

offers a scholarship dedicated to the late Alice Stone Ilchman, former 
director of the Jeanette K. Watson Fellowship. Alice Ilchman was a 
much valued supporter of the internship program who over the years in 
her professional roles helped countless young people, supervising them 
in their professional development. Thanks to a contribution from the 
Ilchman family, one outstanding international student intern each year is 
selected for the Alice Stone Ilchman Scholarship.

Funding the program



The Frederick Ilchman Fund
Beginning in 2014, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation also 

offers the Frederick Ilchman Internship, thanks to a second donation of 
the Ilchman family. Each year a candidate is selected based on his/her 
academic record, career goals, and above all, motivation to pursue a 
career in art history and/or curatorship, vocations strongly supported by 
Frederick Ilchman himself.

The Liesbeth Bollen Fund
The Peggy Guggenheim Collection internship program offers a 

scholarship open to students of all nationalities dedicated to the memory 
of Liesbeth Bollen, a much loved member of the staff of the Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection.

The Veronica M. Bulgari Fund
Thanks to a donation by Natalia Bulgari, the Solomon R. 

Guggenheim Foundation offers an intern scholarship at the Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection in the name of Veronica M. Bulgari, alumna 
of 1985. This is awarded to one international candidate per year, of any 
nationality, in recognition of the excellence of his/her application and 
motivation to pursue a career in the world of art.

The Melissa Ulfane Fund
Beginning in 2014, for four consecutive years, the Peggy 

Guggenheim Collection offers the Melissa Ulfane Scholarship, to 
support applicants from the United Kingdom or Southern Africa. One 
candidate per year, for a three-month internship, will be selected from all 
candidates for the Peggy Guggenheim Collection Internship program, 
and will receive a scholarship stipend in the name and thanks to the 
generosity of Melissa Ulfane.



Austria 4
Australia 5
France 5
Spain 8
India 1
Russia 3
America 30
Britain 17
Ireland 1
Colombia 1
Italy 22
Poland 3
Canada 3
Belgium 2
Germany 15
Greece 9
Bulgaria 1
Czech Republic 1
Lithuania 1
Lebanon 1
Hungary 2
Cyprus 1
Sweden 1
Croatia 3
Slovenia 2
Singapore 1
Mexico 2
Brazil 2
Netherlands 1
Argentina 2
Ukraine 1
Equatorial Guinea 1

TOTAL 151

2015 Interns Nationalities



Testimonials

Being a part of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection Internship Program is one of 
the most wonderful experiences there is. The insight that the interns get into the world 
of galleries, museums, curating and the logistical workings of such a highly regarded 
organisation is incredibly interesting and valuable. The team here at the Guggenheim 
Collection in Venice is so tight-knit and encouraging that, as an intern, you become 
part of running the exhibitions, and are given the opportunities to get involved 
with different projects that might particularly interest you. Studying the art in the 
collection, giving talks and tours to members of the public, learning to manage large 
groups of visitors are all excellent abilities that enhance your skill set. Naturally, the 
internship comes with much more than just a name for your CV. Living in Venice is 
another magical experience! Seeing all that the city has to offer along with the trips 
organised by the Guggenheim to other cities beautifully increases your understanding 
of Italy and its culture. Equally, all of the incredible people either interning with 
you, working around you, or that you meet through events and functions only help to 
expand the enjoyment of your time at the gallery. These were an incredible few months 
that I will remember very fondly forever. 

Emily Martin (October 2015–January 2016)

Working at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection has been one of the most satisfying 
and enriching experiences of my life. The internship itself is unique in the sense that 
the museum is effectively run entirely by some thirty interns, so you are surrounded 
day to day by a young, international, vibrant community of art enthusiasts. From 
working in the ticket office, guarding the art, and giving talks and tours, I learned so 
many skills, some basic and some – such as public speaking – invaluable. Part of the 
joy of the internship is, of course, the experience of living in Venice. You spend your 
working days surrounded by the masters of the twentieth century and during your 
days off you are surrounded by those of the Renaissance. The working environment is 
probably the most intimate and friendly I will ever experience. This feeling was only 
heightened once you came to understand the true unique aspect of Peggy’s collection: 
its provenance is unmatched in the sense that in every other museum the works will 



have come from scattered sources, perhaps owned by ten or fifteen others 
beforehand. At the Peggy Guggenheim Collection, the works have only been owned by 
one person, and so Peggy’s influence, as a collector, curator, and force of life, establishes 
itself in every aspect of working in her Palazzo.

Isobel Cockerell (September–December 2015)

My two months at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection has been truly one of the 
best experiences. There are not many workplaces where you are not only surrounded 
by, but also responsible for, incredible twentieth-century modern masterpieces and 
able to work with a wonderful group of international interns. Nor are there many 
walks to work that parallel crossing the Accademia Bridge and seeing the beautiful 
view of the Santa Maria della Salute. The internship is what you want it to be; the 
opportunities are there to be taken. The best things for me were giving talks on Peggy’s 
life, paintings in the collection and the temporary exhibition, helping with Kids Day 
and, probably most of all, getting a spritz after work and getting to know everyone I 
work with. When I look back on my time I feel warmth and excitement for having 
had the privilege to be involved with a respected collection and for having made 
amazing friends. I only wish that I could have had more time here! 

Juliet Smith (October–November 2015)

Working at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection has been an incredibly enriching 
experience for me. I have so much enjoyed learning and broadening my knowledge 
daily about the collection, twentieth-century art and Peggy Guggenheim herself. 
Delivering talks to the public not only boosted my confidence in public speaking but 
helped me to go into depth about different works of art in the museum. The different 
tasks we do each day have also helped me to understand the way businesses and 
institutions work. This internship has developed my interest in customer service and 
is extremely valuable for any future job prospects. Overall, the experience has been 
amazing. I have made life-long friends, grown as a person and learned so much!

Domenica Marland (September–November 2015)
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In 2010 the Peggy Guggenheim Collection announced the founding 
of the museum’s interns alumni group: The Peggy Guggenheim Interns 
Society, a platform for former interns to meet, get back in touch, net-
work and share experiences.

After the success of the first event held at the Solomon R. Guggen-
heim Museum in New York on October 29, 2010, a second gathering 
of the Peggy Guggenheim Interns Society took place on June 2, 2011 
a third edition on May 30, 2013, and a fourth edition on May 8, 2015 
at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection. Former interns have been invited 
to return to the museum in Venice for late evening parties dedicated to 
their enjoyment and networking. Dates are intentionally fixed during the 
inauguration of the Art Biennale, as so many ex-interns are now actively 
involved in the art world. The evening is the opportunity for many alum-
ni to return "home" after so many years.

If you are a former Peggy Guggenheim Collection intern and you are 
reading this message, please contact us with your current contact details, 
to receive information about forthcoming activities.

The Peggy Guggenheim Interns Society






